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April 20, 2000

Mr. Michael McAteer
Remedial Project Manager
Office of Superfund
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency - Region V
HSRW-6J
77 West Jackson Blvd.
Chicago, Illinois 60604-3590

Re: Solatia Letter of April 6,2000
Sauget Area 1 Sites - Site I Trenching

Dear Mr. McAteer:

Now that the immediate issue of access denial due to the lack of sampling data is
over, we feel compelled to respond to Michael Light's letter to you of April 6, 2000.
We are most disturbed that Solutia has inferred to an Agency of the United States that
we are liars ("unfound allegations") or that we have engaged in "gamesmanship" (the
act of winning games by doubtful means without violating rules).

Prior to Cerro's April 3, 2000 letter to Solutia, we had made several verbal requests
and one written request, on which you were copied, for sampling results. In all
instances Cerro was ignored. During the early stages of the sampling program Cerro
was told that the data would be available by the first quarter of 2000 or earlier. In
fact, you were in attendance at a meeting between Solutia, USEPA and Cerro on
September 30, 1999, when Solutia outlined a schedule that would have made
sampling results available long before now. The Access Agreement between Cerro
and Solutia clearly spells out in paragraph 6, "Solutia will provide results of sampling
it undertakes on the Property to Cerro and copies of reports that refer to those
samples." All Cerro was asking for in its April 3, 2000 letter was the results or a
satisfactory explanation as to why the results were still unavailable. A single phone
call would have sufficed. We hardly think that our allegation that Solutia has not
provided results is unfounded. Moreover, Cerro is neither "pressuring" nor asking for
"favored treatment." We are only asking for what Solutia agreed to in the Access
Agreement or, at the very least, an explanation of why Solutia can not currently
comply.

With respect to "gamesmanship", Cerro does not consider the environmental issues in
Sauget a game. This is not a game to be won or lost, but an important scientific
endeavor that has critical implications to the human health and environment of the
area. We believe this is serious business on which the future of this company and the
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livelihood of our approximately eight hundred (800) Cerro employees in Sauget may
well hinge.

Accordingly, Cerro has attempted to cooperate with and assist Solutia and the Agency
in their efforts to investigate Cerro's property. For example, at significant cost to
Cerro, we completely closed its plant and administrative and sales offices for two
days to accommodate the Agency's desire for test trenches on Site I and its own
safety concerns. Moreover, prior to Solutia digging the trenches, it was Cerro that
pointed out that the bulk of the trenches were being dug not in the portion of Site I
that Sauget & Co. used as its commercial dump, but in the portion that Cerro had
filled with construction debris and other inert materials. Even with Cerro's guidance,
the trenches in the inert area were about twice as long as those in the actual dump.
Nevertheless, without Cerro's assistance and the Agency's concurrence, the trenching
would have occurred outside the historic Sauget dump, to the benefit of no one.

We are, of course, available should you wish to discuss this matter further.

Very truly yours

CERRO COPPER PRODUCTS CO.

Joseph M. Grana
Manager of Environmental, Energy
and Health Services Group

cc: R. Ricci (Lowenstein)
M. Light (Solutia)
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